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Remaining United
By Charlie Louvau
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Parental Engagement Reauired

Sunday 09.20 & 09.27 at the 9:00 & 11:00 services




Remaining united in purpose and love is not easy. I have been known to be stubborn, defensive and resistant; not always the best natural traits to work with. Parenting on occasion has left me feeling worn, weathered, rusty, and perhaps ineffective. So how does God work to bring our children in the place that they have normality in growth and development; where they are free and normal personally? How then do our children come to desire to follow the Father of all? 

I have found that God works in us as parents, and through us as mentors. We are changed from within first. This is what gives us the means to remain unified. It begins by understanding that God can take distinctly different people and use them together in wonderful and sometimes surprising ways as He remains the center pin in their relationship.
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When I think of healthy relationships, I think of a pair of scissors; hang with me on this! At first glance the blades appear to be the same. They’re not: the angle and directions are different. They are designed to complement one-another, however they are ineffective and dangerous without the center pin. This center pin maintains their unity of purpose, and sometimes allows friction to sharpen each other in place. Each of us in the Family of God plays a unique role and purpose. We remain healthy and unified when God remains the center pin holding us all together. Without his presence it gets really messy. 
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These truths apply for those who are single parents, and those in any parental dynamic. We are never alone. He works in us, and as a church we journey together in encouragement and support. 

When we are made as ONE, our distinctive or separate edge does not go away. Like a pair of scissors, those distinctive characteristics complement and work together only so long as God holds us together.

1st Samuel shows a good example through Samuel’s father and mother of balance, staying together, and being unified. Elkinah, Samuel’s father worshipped God Faithfully, provided for his family, loved and respected Samuel’s mother, Hannah. For her part, Hannah gave priority to Samuel. (Read their story in 1 Samuel 1:1-24. 

What was the outcome? God spoke directly to Samuel, and Samuel listened and obeyed (1 Samuel 3). What more could a parent want? 
“The family should be a closely knit group. The home should be a self-contained shelter of security; a kind of school where life’s basic lessons are taught; and a kind of church where God is honored; a place where wholesome recreation and simple pleasures are enjoyed...” 

~ Billy Graham, “My Answer,” syndicated newspaper column
(You are encouraged to use the SOAP – Scripture, Observation, Application and Prayer Method for a guide. Example available at http://www.heartlandchurch.org/index.php/grow/journey. Page numbers refer to "The Story of God" Bible available for free at the Grow Space.)
monday, 9.28.09
Read: Deuteronomy 6:1-3 (pg. 125),  Psalm 8 (pg. 371)
tuesday, 9.29.09 
Read: Deuteronomy 6:1-5 (pg.125), Matthew 22:34-40 (pg. 676)
wednesday, 9.30.09

Read: Deuteronomy 6:1-9 (pg. 125), Psalm 11 (pg. 372)
thursday, 10.01.09

Read: Deuteronomy 6:10 - 19 (pg.125), Psalm 14 (pg. 373)
friday, 10.02.09

Read: Deuteronomy 6:20- 25 (pg.125), Psalm 19 (pg. 375)
Additional Resources: 
· Sunday’s Sermon: Click here for podcast, or here for video
· Sign up to serve in Children’s Ministry: email Lisa Zulke by clicking here
· LEADERS’ CHALLENGE 42 — download your “above and beyond” gospel reading here
· Revolutionary Parenting, by George Barna — great fact-based look at how and why certain kids grew up to have vibrant faiths
Small Group/ 1:1 Question Samplers: 
1. Per Sunday’s sermon...if you’re honest, what is your “#1 priority” as parent (if applicable)? 

2. If you asked your kid(s), how did they answer that question? 

3. Per Deut 6:1-3 – what ways does Moses emphasize the importance of the impending commandment? 

4. Per 6:6 – what do you think it means that these commandments are to be on your hearts? 

5. What is on your heart?
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