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Out of Tune
By Janine Eastman
I love watching the Antiques Roadshow on PBS. The show travels around the country and “...cameras capture tales of family heirlooms, yard sale bargains and long-lost items salvaged from attics and basements, while experts reveal the fascinating truths about these finds.” Some people are disappointed and some are pleasantly surprised by the value of their items.

My favorite episode is when a woman brought in a table she found at a yard sale for twenty dollars. She watched and listened to the experts tell her the story of her table, explaining its characteristics and history. The experts eventually appraised the table at three hundred thousand dollars. If she had tried to change the table by refinishing it, the value of the table would have been significantly lower. The qualities that were painstakingly and expertly created to make the table unique and distinctive would have been lost in an attempt to make it “better”.

Which makes me think... how do I appraise my own value? Is it in what I look like, the clothes I wear or the car I drive? Regardless of any of these perceived values, I have intrinsic worth to my Maker. He created me, perfectly planned, the way he wanted me to be. I can try to change myself into being someone I “think” I should be or someone I think my spouse wants me to be, but I have been uniquely crafted with purpose and value. In spite of how many mistakes and stumbles I have made, how many wrong paths I have taken and how many dings I have in my finish, when I return to the one who lovingly, passionately and intentionally crafted me, I am priceless. 
“I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.” 

~ Psalm 139:14
(You are encouraged to use the SOAP – Scripture, Observation, Application and Prayer Method for a guide. Click here for an example SOAP journal entry. Page numbers refer to "The Story of God" Bible available for free at the Welcome Center in our atrium.)
monday, 11.30.09
Read: Psalm 139 (pg. 427)
tuesday, 12.1.09 
Read: Genesis 3: (pg. 2); Romans 5:15-17 (pg. 772)
wednesday, 12.2.09

Read: Romans 3:23 (pg. 770); Romans 7:15-24 (pg. 773)
thursday, 12.3.09

Read: John 3:16 (pg. 727); Romans 8:1-4, 38 (pg. 773);   2 Corinthians 5:16-21 (pg. 792)
friday, 12.4.09

Read: Revelation 21:1-8 (pg. 854) 
Grow (resources to help you in your study)
· Sunday’s Sermon: Click here for podcast, or here for video
· The Odes of Solomon — a helpful link where you can find other pieces from early Christian writers. 
Go (action steps)

· Tell your Reverse Offering story: click here
· Sign up to serve: email Lisa Zulke by clicking here
· Sign up to grow in a small group or 1:1 spiritual mentorship: click here to email Britton Gregory 
Small Group/ 1:1 Question Samplers: 
1. Do you feel “out of tune” in your life right now? 

2. Of the 4 relationships that sin breaks (with God, others, creation, and ourselves), make a list of areas where you feel “out of tune”.  (example:  with others – marriage?  A colleague?  etc) 

3. What ways have you tried to tune yourself? 

4. What do you think it means to allow Jesus to restore and tune us?
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