Heartland Community Church

Infant Dedication and Baptism

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the difference between dedication and baptism?


The choice between baptizing and dedicating a child should be made to reflect your personal conviction and heritage in faith. Heartland considers infant baptism and dedication as two different traditions that achieve the same end. Common to each tradition is a focus on the parents’ intention to raise and nurture the child in Christ. Neither dedication nor baptism guarantees salvation for a child; salvation is dependent upon an individual willingly choosing Jesus as his own savior. Our hope for all the children of Heartland is that one day each will personally accept Jesus as savior. Then, to symbolize that decision, each will choose to be baptized as an adult. As parents, you determine which tradition best fits your family and your thinking. That said, we at Heartland will dedicate a child of any age and we will baptize any child under the age of three.
How often do you have the dedication and baptism services?


We have services twice a year, typically on Mother’s Day in May and on a selected Sunday in November.

Do I need to do anything before the service besides complete the registration form?


No. When you arrive at the service, everything will be ready for you.

Do I have to be a member of Heartland to have my child dedicated or baptized?


No, you don’t have to be a member.

Can you briefly describe the service? 


A Heartland Pastor leads the service and sets an informal family atmosphere. The Biblical perspective on dedicating and baptizing children is explained. Families are called upfront and parents are asked two questions. These questions explore choices parents must make in raising a child while making public the parents’ determination to rear their child in the ways of the Lord to the best of their ability. A pastoral elder or staff person then prays with your family individually. 

Can I invite friends and family?


Definitely!

Is there a "dress code" for children?


Not at all. You will see children dressed in everything from 100-year-old Christening gowns to cute outfits from Old Navy. 

Can older siblings who are not being dedicated or baptized come up with the parents?


Of course. The service carries greater meaning when an entire family takes part.

Where does the service take place?


The service is held in Heartland Community Church's Gallery, located just inside the church entrance that faces 83rd Street. We encourage families involved in the service to use the Heartland shuttle, especially if older folks who can’t walk very far plan to attend. Just park at Broadmoor School on 83rd Street just east of Metcalf Road. The shuttle bus will drop you off at the door right by the Gallery and you won’t have to look for a parking place!

How long does the service last?


Expect the service to take about 30 minutes.

Why do you limit each service to 12 participating families?


As the seating capacity in the Gallery is limited, we can accept no more than 12 participating families at any service.

How will I know I am signed up for the service?


You will receive a confirmation e-mail so we can verify details concerning your child.
Can I have godparents for my child?  Yes! But because of our limited space we only have the parents come up front to present the child for baptism or dedication.
What if I have additional questions?


If you have any other questions please contact Michelle Dilmore at Heartland by calling (913) 341-5820 x116 or via e-mail at michelled@heartlandchurch.org

